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From the Vicar reminds us that we are waiting for Christmas to

Waiting for Christmas arrive, rather than anticipating it early. Learning the

One thing we know for certain is that this year, dls_C|p.I|ne of good waiting rem.lnds us that our sense
of timing reflects our own anxiety, or self

Christmas will be unlike any we have known. , dtobe i | of thi |
People may well be spending just as much time a|mj)ortance, or need to be in control of things. [t

energy thinking about Christmas as they always reminds us that we are only human, which is a

have, but with a great deal of uncertainty as to witsE tt)|/ gooo_l thlr;]g tfo rerr;]ember as we look :]orward
the result will look like. Who will we be with? '@ celebrating the fact that God became a human,

Where will we be? What about church s.ervices?t 0_0 ' _Ch_ ristdés humanity is
Christmastide is about after all.

| think that in the midst of the uncertainty, we are
being presented with a real opportunity to do
things differently, rather than wishing we were abl
to do things the way we are used to. If we cannot
see all the people we normally would, maybe we
should spare a thought for our neighbour who ma
not have been invited anywhere, and visit them o
their doorstep. If we are worrying about whether
we need more food, maybe we should remember
those people whose tables will not be groaning, a
give more to the food banks. If we cannot sing in
church together, is there any scope for standing offsis
our doorsteps on Christmas morning and bellowin 7
out O Come all ye faithful with the people who i
clapped for carers with us back in the spring? (We o

did it on Easter Sunday at the Vicarage and woke

the neighbours with a rousing chorus of Thine belf you come into church during Advent, you will see
the glory.) 1 f Chri st mBaweprg geging ready fowegicopethe Neywg k s |
will be a bit thin, what about remembering that Born King into our midst. Those purple candles will
Christmastide will last another 11 days, so why n®€ ready for lighting as usual, but this year, there

plan to do a different thing each déyphone a will be something new: the Crib will be standing
different friend’ go on a d|fferent Wa'k, pray a ready t006 the anima|S W|” be thel'e; and the
different prayer. mangerful of hay. Ready for when Christmas comes,

when that final white candle is lit and the figures,

Lookin _g . to Christ m"’? s tﬁoseachalractevrselnrtﬁ/e ctVi§mas Storyt%irlfalliy
commend enjoying the season of Advent instead._In.

arrive, and the Christ Child is born in us once
church, we usually mark the Sundays of Advent bé/gain
lighting the Advent candlgsnot counting down '

but counting up the days with increasing light. It

0d
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Christmas 2020 at  StheCMigmagDgysService 10.30am

The COVID pandemic has thrown us into This will also be available apadcast

uncertainty about what will be possible for the nexvww.youtube.com/user/boltonsmusic) so that
weeks and months, and this uncertainty has beenP€ople who are not able to come to church, or who
focussed around Christmas for many of us. are lucky enough to be away from London, can
Christmas may not be cancelled but it will look  listen and join in the singing and the prayers at
different this year. We will be able to worship in 10.30am.

church as well as on line, via the podcast.

Wherever we find ourselves, we rejoice to be ~ For people who are unable to access online
celebrating the coming of God as an infantin ~ Worship, we will be sending paper copies of the
Bethlehem, to show his love for his world. orders of service so that everyone can be included
Please note that some services will require bookirlg our worship, wherever we find ourselves. If you

in order to safely manage numbers. See details Would like to have them sent to you, please let us
below. know by ringing the office on 020 7835 1440.

Online Christmas Services by Podcast

and Zoom Services in Church

We ask all who come to church for public worship to

The Traditional Nine Lessons and Carols : :
Sundav 20 D ber 7 wear a face covering (unless exempt), and sit properly
uneay ecember 7pm  (www.youtube.com/ distanced in the pews. In order to manage numbers

user/boltonsmusit One of the most popular services i'bluring the Christmas period, we will be asking those

our calendar,. W'”_be available as an f"‘Ud'O pOdC,aSt th{ﬁho would like to come along to the Christmas services
year for the first .t|me. If you love to snr?g the Chrlstmaﬁ) book in, either by using our online ticket site, through
carols, Why, not listen to the podcast with your _ EventBrite (https://lwww.eventbrite.co.uk/o/chukolfr
household in the comfort of your own home, and sing englandl5938429452), or by ringing the Office (020

to your heartds content.78§§UPAAO)h_ea\POL§@ImIe t?é &&fecj

voices of members of they_l, M3 fo¥s8did wh8 Mty bith yduS\ied |

the passages from scripture and be able to join in the

= are able to accommodate up to 6 members of a single
familiar prayers.

household (not your Christmas bubble) sitting together

_ ) ) in one pew.
The Crib Service on Christmas Eve at 4pm

This is always popular with visitors and local We ask everyone who comes to church for public
families, when we usually put the Crib together angorship to wear a face covering (unless exempt),

we tell the story of Christmas. This year we will beand sit properly distanced in the pews. In order to
online, via &Zoom link, and we will be inviting manage numbers during the Christmas period, we

families to join in at home. It will be an informal ~ will be asking those who would like to come along
event, so bring along your own mince pies or othép the Christmas services tbook in, by Eventbrite,
goodies, and put together your own Christmas Cri@mail to office@stmarytheboltons.org.uk, or ringing
during this interactive service. We will send a set ¢ie Office on 020 7835 1440. You will be asked to
figures for our families to print out to build your  give your name (and those of your household who
own Nativity set. If you would like a set sentto  are coming with you). We are able to accommodate
your inbox, let us know up to 6 members of a single household sitting
(office@stmarytheboltons.org.uk). together in one pewBooking is essential.

n



Choral Lessons and Carols, Sunday 13 i 4pm Christmas

December, 5pm and 7pm - Eve At Home
We will offer two opportunities to hear the

readings from Scripture and some of the loveliest An Interactive Crib
choral music for Christmas. The collections for Service
these services will be taken for our Charitable Pot, 7_,( via Zoom
supporting our chosen charities this ye&ooking E——

is essential.

5pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/carol -  90inin as we tell the story of Christmas
service-tickets -130678269221 Put your own crib together at home

7pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/carol - Sing along with the carols

service-tickets -130400117261 Bring your own mince pies

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/880952414087
at 7pm Christmas Eve pwd=TW13T1ZLSWRpTXMzbXIGMWIONZXFCQ

We will be celebrating the first Eucharist of T09

Christmas at 7pm this year. The Holy Communior¥1€€ting 1D: 880 9524 1408

is offered 6in one ki nBaScoye 18288 t hat is, we shar
bread but not the wine, complying with the Church

of Englandds gui dance. Agpodtangeolpy Crb Setigavailabepatact
please book your place so that we can make ~ the vicar if you would like one.

everyone as safe as possiltitps://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/midnight -mass-at-
7pm -tickets -130684465755

First Eucharist of Christmas

Christmas Day 8am Holy Eucharist (Book of
Common Prayer)

This is a traditional service, without music or
sermon. It lasts about 25 minutes. There is no
need to book your place for this service but we
ask that proper distancing is observed, and face
coverings worn.

Christmas Day 10.30am Holy Eucharist

with Music

A family friendly service for Christmas, with music
and a sermon. Everyone is welcome, but please
book your place so that we can make everyone as
safe as possiblBooking is essential. https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas -day-

eucharist -tickets -130678608235
Jenny Welsh




Charity Quiz Night on Zoom From the 2020 Charitable Pot we are

Following our first enjoyable Quiz Night on Zoom supporting 5 charities : USPG Partners in Mission
in the summer, please join us for another eveningdfMalawi; Gogo Trust supporting HIV/AIDS

quick fire questions to test your general knowledgeé  phans i n South Africa;
about matters serious and trivial. The quiz will takgaring for women affected by prostitution or
about an hour and there will be a short break.  trafficking; Housing Justice working with asylum
This time we are asking for an entirely voluntary claimants; and Fearless providing fadgemental

information about crime and criminality to youn
donation to the 2020 Charitable Pot which is lying yloyoung

eople on the margins of society.
very empty as we were not able to hold the heop g y
. Leo Fraséflackenzie
Summer Fair in June.

Donations can be made online with a credit or
debit card through the online giving facility which
was set up earlier this year. To make sure your
donations go to the Charitable Pot there is a
separate campaign account so please use this link:
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/15148#!/
DonationDetails

(not the one on our website which is for donations
to the PCC only). Alternatively, you can bring your
donation to the Parish Office (cash or cheque),
marked separately for the Charitable Pot, please.



St Maryodos Chri st masStRaMddyeds Chri st mas C

Please pop into the Church during the week and We are not likely to be able to see all the people

buy a Raffle Ticket, or-mail clairgordon@aol.co.ukwve love this Christmas so it is time to revive

to reserve your tickets! sending our Christmas greetings through the post
once again. We have two lovely designs available,
with 1 mages of St Maryds
members of the St Maryads
Parfitt and Ken Howard OBE RA. We are selling
them in batches of 4 for
James Parfitt's, for a very reasonable £3, and all
proceeds will support our
can be bought on Sundays after church or during
the week when the church is open. Use your
contactless card or we will gladly take cash.

The money raised will go towards the Charitable

Pot supporting our five main charities for this year:

USPG Partners in Mission; Housing Justice;

GoGo Trust; The Rahab project; and

Fearless.

Tickets are priced at £2 per ticket and there will be
an array of festive treats to win including a
Magnum of Champagne kindly donated by the
Boltons AssociationChampagne and wine
donated by Lea and Sandemaianper donated
by Paint Potstwo half bottles ofChateau Musar
Red, homemade Christmas cake , aroast ham
from the Parsons Nose, Hamper of delicious
food goodies to see you through Boxing Day
and of course zuddly toy !

The raffle is to be drawn on Sunday 6
December.

Many thanks for your support for our Charities at
this important time of the year.
Clair Gordon

St Mary The Boltons in Winter
by Ken Howard OBE RA



